
13-02-2026 Friday

2

Passengers paid 345 cr
as user development

fee at Ahmedabad
airport in one year
Ahmedabad, Ahmedabad’s

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport has
generated ?345.31 crore in a
single year by levying User
Development Fee (UDF) on
passengers, highlighting the
sharp rise in airport charges
over the past few years. At
present, domestic passengers
flying in and out of Ahmedabad
are charged ?450 as UDF, while
international travellers pay ?880
per ticket. The fee is collected
from every air passenger as
part of the ticket cost. A
comparison with other major
airports shows wide variation
in UDF rates across the country.
Mumbai airport charges one of
the lowest UDFs for domestic
passengers at ?120, while
international passengers there
pay up to ?187.

Shadows
linger

Assessing the politics of a
country facing unending
turbulence is always a daunting
challenge. In the case of India’s
neighbour, Bangladesh, any
understanding of the troubles
that have persisted since July
2024 is further complicated by
the absence of authentic
information. Events in that
country have become hostage
to half-truths, conspiracy
theories, village gossip, and
clever propaganda
disseminated through YouTube
and social media. As of now,
there is no authentic version of
what Narendra Modi’s national
security adviser, Ajit Doval,
communicated to his
Bangladeshi counterpart,
Khalilur ‘Roger’ Rahman, last
week. The phone call by
Rahman to Doval assumed
additional significance because
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus is understood to have
joined the conversation that
apparently centred on the
strains on India-Bangladesh
relations and the elections
scheduled for February 12 next
year. If one media version is to
be believed, India is understood
to have communicated to Yunus
that to acquire legitimacy, the
elections must be free, fair and,
most important, inclusive. The
innocuous term, ‘inclusive’, is
shorthand for the right of the
Awami League to contest.
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